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Interviewee: Isaac Shorter 
Interviewer: Marna Weston 
Date: August 21, 2009 
 

W:  It is August 21, 2009. This is Marna Weston for the Sam Proctor Oral 

History Program, and a combined effort with the Sunflower County Civil 

Rights Organization of Indianola, Mississippi, in Cleveland, Mississippi 

and the home of Margaret Block, which is also the Sam Block Junior Civil 

Rights Foundation. I'm looking at the welcome-you sign in front of me to 

help me get that correct. Again, this is Marna Weston. My interviewee 

today, the gentleman who has offered to talk with us, is Mr. Isaac Shorter. 

Thank you very much for giving this time, which you did not have to, Mr. 

Shorter, to talk with us and enrich us and let us know more about the 

movement. Could you, please, spell your full name? 

S:  My name is Isaac Henderson Shorter. I-s-a-a-c H-e-n-d-e-r-s-o-n S-h-o-r-t-

e-r. 

W:  And what is your date of birth? 

S:  3-11-[19]48. 

W:  Okay. Where were you born? 

S:  I was born on Dockery Plantation about five miles east of Cleveland, 

Mississippi. 

W:  Is that in Bolivar County or in Sunflower County? 

S:  That's in Sunflower County. 

W:  Okay. Could you tell me a little bit about your mother and father? What 

are their names? 

S:  My mother's name was Alma Felton. 
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W:  Could you spell that, please? 

S:  A-l-m-a, Alma, and Felton, F-e-l-t-o-n. 

W:  Do you know her date of birth? 

S:  No, I don't know her date of birth. 

W:  Do you know where she was born? 

S:  I don't know exactly where she was born, okay? My father is Isaac 

Henderson, Senior. 

W:  So a namesake. 

S: I was raised up by my grandparents. 

W:  What are their names? 

S: Willie Shorter and Augusta Shorter. 

W:  Is that your grandparents on your mama's side or your dad's side? 

S:  On my mama's side, uh-huh. 

W:  Where did they live? 

S:  On Dockery. 

W:  Okay. 

S:  Yeah. They got me when I was born. I was born at their house, okay? 

W: Okay.  

S:  Out on the plantation, on Dockery's Plantation, and I was raised out there 

until I was about fifteen, on the plantation. 

W:  Who are the Dockerys, and how did they come to own this plantation? 

How were you living there? 
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S:  Well, we were sharecropping. We basically, you know, was farming, and 

that's how we made our living. They had a school, from pre-primer to sixth 

grade, and they had two churches out on the plantation; one on one side, 

on the north side of the river, and one on the south side of the river. 

W:  Is that the Sunflower River? 

S:  The Sunflower River. 

W:  Okay. How big was the plantation? 

S:  The plantation, I would say, probably a rough estimate, maybe about 

fifteen thousand acres. 

W:  How many people lived on there? 

S:  At one time, it was . . . I would say between a hundred and thirty to a 

hundred and fifty families. 

W:  How long did you live there? 

S:  I stayed there fifteen years, from the time I was born until I was fifteen. 

W:  What are your earliest memories of being on the Dockery Plantation? 

S:  Well, basically going to the field, chopping and picking cotton. I can't even 

remember having a babysitter, because that's—you know, the care was in 

the field, from the— 

[Break in recording] 

W:  Thank you. All right, we're back with Mr. Shorter, and he was about to tell 

a story about when he was in third grade. 

S:  Yeah. I was in third grade. We was staying out on Dockery, still out on 

Dockery, and my grandfather used to go to the shop, mechanic shop, 
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which was about four blocks away from where we stayed. My uncle was a 

mechanic at the shop. This particular white man used to mess with Papa 

all the time. One of the reasons, my granddaddy was a veteran and he 

was old enough to draw his Social Security and his V.A. He went over 

there to see his son-in-law, and him and the white man got into it, and 

Papa hit him upside the head with a tire iron. When he hit him upside the 

head, he come running across the field, and me and my sister was out in 

the yard, playing, and he was hollering, get your clothes, get your clothes. 

So, everybody got their clothes, and my grandmama, and we went round 

to my aunt's house. She brought us over here in Cleveland and took us to 

Memphis and went to school up there for a minute or two. The next year, 

we moved back out on the same plantation, and the white man was still 

out there, but he never did mess with Papa no more after that particular 

incident. You know? 

W:  What was that man's name? 

S:  His last name was O'Bryant. I never will forget that. [Laughter] Yeah. 

W:  So you all were scared? 

S:  Oh, yeah. Uh-huh. This was the time centered around the Emmett Till 

time, I believe. 

W:  Okay, so, early [19]50s; [19]54, [19]55. 

S:  Yeah, somewhere in there, uh-huh. We never did have no more 

problems. When we moved off the plantation, the owner's wife's brother, I 

believe, he was building house in Cleveland and we had a house built 
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from him. But it was the plantation itself. I had never, and had never heard 

anybody else talking about, somebody hung in a tree or found in the 

Sunflower River; none of that. That didn't exist out there on that particular 

plantation, because I can remember people getting Jet magazines 

through the mail, the general store that was on the plantation; getting the 

newspapers during that time. 

W:  What kind of newspapers were read? You said Jet magazine, but was it 

the Chicago Defender, the Pittsburgh Courier? 

S:  No, this was the local papers. 

W:  The local papers. 

S:  Uh-huh, some liked the Commercial Appeal of it. I believe, at that time, I 

believe it was the Memphis Press-Senator, and it might have been the 

Commercial Appeal, but Memphis had two papers. 

W:  A black paper and a white paper, or a daytime and a nighttime? 

S:  Huh-uh, these were just the general papers, uh-huh. 

W:  Okay. Did those newspapers carry stories of interest to black people 

about black people? 

S:  Yeah. 

W:  They did? 

S:  Yeah, yeah. But the main one, in terms of that my aunt used to get—and 

which was in the [19]50s—was the Jet magazine, yeah. I was in Jet 

magazine in the [19]73, yeah. I was in Jet magazine. 
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W:  How did you and your family and friends find out about Emmett Till? Was 

it through Jet magazine or did you find about it local, through the 

grapevine, if you will? 

S:  It was through the grapevine. It was through the grapevine. 

W:  How did you hear about it? 

S:  Word of mouth, uh-huh. 

W:  What were people saying? 

S:  You know, that he had gotten murdered, a young boy had gotten 

murdered over in Tallahatchie County. That's what, you know, I 

remember, I'm saying. Out there, we weren't worried about nothing, 

because didn't nothing in particular like—if somebody on that particular 

plantation got into trouble in town, Mr. Dockery would go and get them 

and bring them back to the plantation. They wouldn't even have to go to 

court or nothing. You know? He took care of the people that was out 

there. As long as I stayed out there, I never did see a sheriff or deputy 

sheriff or nothing come out there, yeah. 

W:  But, when you left the plantation, things were different? 

S:  When you left it, say, come to Cleveland, we was mainly going to 

Ruleville. You know? That's when you run into problems, yeah.  

W:  What kind of problems would you run into? 

S:  Well, you know, segregation. [Laughter] You couldn't drink in this water 

fountain, you couldn't drink in that one, all right. Yeah. 

W:  That kind of stuff didn't exist out at Dockery. 
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S:  Oh, no, it didn't exist out there. 

W:  Only reason I ask is, I'm just trying to get it in your words. I know that you 

recognize these things, but I'm thinking, fifty years from now, somebody 

will be listening to this, saying, what was he talking about? What did he 

mean? So, there might be sometimes back an episode, what did you 

mean by that? Just to hear it in your words. 

S:  Right. Right. Right. For an example, I can remember, they had at one 

time, they had a store right by the river. I just vaguely remember that 

store. But, eventually, they moved one right there on the highway, the 

white building there on the highway. 

W:  The commissary building where you first turn in? 

S:  Yeah. The white building there. 

W:  Yeah. 

S:  That was built later. It had to be in the [19]50s, at some point, but I can't 

remember. 

W:  Why did they move it out to the highway? 

S:  Well, it was an old building in the back, uh-huh. I can't remember, it was 

two bathrooms, but the way the bathroom on the inside was set up, it had 

a counter and the people that running the store use that bathroom, and 

then everybody else go to the bathroom behind the building. There wasn't 

no outdoor house that was attached to the main building, uh-huh. In latter 

years, saying in the [19]80s, the [19]90s, I used to do a whole lot of 

contracting work for the plantation out there. Me and Ms. Dockery was, 
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you know, good friends. When she moved in there and the [inaudible 

12:20], I used to go visit her. 

W:  So you felt close to the family? 

S:  Exactly. I collect old antique stuff, and I have a bunch of old tools and stuff 

that was used out on the plantation. You know? Say, in the [19]40s, 

[19]30s, [19]40s and [19]50s, that my grandparents had, that my uncles 

had, and all of that. One day, I was—the store that you seen on the 

highway, I was fixing to do some work on it, and she told me that she had 

wrote Hillary Clinton and Hillary had wrote her a letter back. She rushed 

over in the trashcan and showed me the letter. [Laughter] So, I said, Ms. 

Dockery, I love to collect. Can I have that letter? She said, oh, yeah, you 

can have that letter. I got a letter where Hillary Clinton wrote Ms. Dockery, 

thanking her for writing a letter to her. Then, I told her I wanted a picture of 

Mr. Dockery, and then she gave me a picture of Mr. Dockery's last picture 

that he took. I got that picture, uh-huh. 

W:  So you've had an interest in videography for quite some time, you just 

hadn't figured out exactly what you were going to do with it. 

S:  Right, exactly. 

W:  Why do you do that? Why does that matter to you? 

S: Well, it's history. See, for example, like now, there was a whole lot of 

people that used to be in the civil rights movement and we don't have 

pictures of them. They need to be documented, you know? In history. One 

of the things I had planned on doing, because I have a bunch of 
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individuals, is building an archive and putting them all in there, based off 

the time period. I go around now, taking pictures; people be asking, why, 

Isaac, why you taking so many pictures? But it's just a recording of history.  

W:  It matters. I'm going to say, you took those very nice pictures of us, the 

members of the Sam Proctor Oral History Program in front of Amzie 

Moore's house, and it is true as I'm sitting here thinking about it; that's a 

snapshot. But who knows if any of us will even come back to Cleveland? 

You know, next year, the year after, so just for this moment, you've 

captured that forever. 

S:  Right. Just saying, for example, you have kids. Okay, my daddy been to 

Cleveland, Mississippi. Go to the archives, there's a picture of you in the 

archives. 

W:  Yeah. Well, how do you know? Because a picture's worth a thousand 

words. [Laughter] 

S:  Thank you. Thank you. So, different events, just like they dedicated the 

marker at Dockery, the Blues marker. 

W:  We saw that yesterday. 

S:  Then I got a book, about like that, just on people that was there, you 

know? What's the jazz musician's name out of New Orleans? Monk. 

W:  Thelonius Monk. 

S:  Right, right, right. I got plenty of pictures of him, out on Dockery at that 

particular time, yeah. Like I said, I might have a hundred notebooks, uh-

huh. 
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W:  Do you have a business card that you . . .  

S:  Hm-mm. I bought the material to do the business cards, but I have never 

printed them out. 

W:  We'll make sure, when we put the picture, we'll put your name on it, 

photographed by Isaac Shorter so you'll have the credit for that in our 

archives. 

S:  Okay, all right. Okay, all right.  

W:  So, you had the primary to sixth grade school on the plantation. Where 

did you go to school after that? 

S:  Well, not till fourth grade on the plantation, because they discontinued the 

school on the plantation and we went to Ruleville School. Uh-huh. I went 

to Ruleville School up until seventh grade, uh-huh, and that was the point 

that we moved to Cleveland. 

W:  Okay. The Cleveland Combined Colored School, that's now Naylor? 

S:  Well, Eastside was . . .  

W:  Oh, Eastside, okay. Eastside. 

S:  Yeah, uh-huh. It had seven through twelfth over to Eastside at that time, 

yeah. 

W:  Okay. What was going to Eastside like? 

S:  Well, it was . . . huh. Well, it was controlled by an all-white board, with no 

blacks at that particular time was on the— 

W:  Not different teachers? 

S:  On school board. 



MFP-035; Shorter; Page 11 
 

W:  On the board. 

S:  Uh-huh. And no whites was going there. Eventually, a couple of the white 

instructors, like VoTech or something—we had a white VoTech—but the 

rest of them was, you know, black instructors and an administrator who 

was black. 

W:  So it was a black school. 

S:  It was a black school, right. 

W:  What was it like in terms of—you know, one of the things my dad talks 

about, is he says, he knows the schools are integrated now and that's 

fine, you know, he can accept that; some things are good. But he felt that, 

when the schools were segregated, that it was almost better, in a way, 

because every kid graduated. You know? The teachers would tell you 

what you needed to do to get better in life; they actually loved you, they 

cared about you. They'd say, you have to do this at night. They would 

spank you, too, but there was more interest in whether or not you really 

made it, as opposed to, now, do you think it was kind of like that when you 

were going to school? 

S:  Yeah, and I think it was more disciplined than it is now. 

W: Is that a good or a bad thing? 

S:  Well, then and versus now, it was a good thing, because one of the things 

that my mama stressed with my teachers and my sisters' teachers, if they 

have any problem with me, get that butt, and when I get to the house, I'm 

going to get another one. 
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W:  I had plenty of that. 

S:  Uh-huh. 

W:  You didn't want to get whipped in school, because you might get whipped 

by the neighbors on the way coming home from school, and then your 

parents, still. 

S:  Exactly. I got to tell this story. A lady moved in front of us, say, in the 

late—well, you know, in the mid-[19]60s, and I'd say about eight years 

ago, I went by to see her, and she was in her late eighties then. I asked 

her, I said, Ms. Townsend, have you ever seen me over to your house? 

She said, no, you sure didn't come over here. I said, you know why, don't 

you? Because you used to get that butt. [Laughter] But that meant that I'm 

going to have to get another one when I get to the house, uh-huh. But that 

was the type of discipline that we needed, and that's what type of 

discipline the kids need now, you know? At Eastside, they had discipline. 

But, what I would say, the politics wasn't right, and even during the time, I 

recognized it when I was going to school over there. For example, when 

King died, we demanded the march downtown. They told us we couldn't; 

we did it, anyway. I was one of the ones, you know, organizing it, the 

march downtown, you know, when King got killed. At the same time, like 

for the annual, I had a big natural—of course—and, when it got ready to 

take pictures, they want me to cut all my hair off. You know? But the 

policies of the school were set by the board, and if you look in the old 
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annuals, then you will see who was running the schools. Uh-huh: all white, 

yeah, during that time.  

W:  You mentioned organizing for the King march, so I'm assuming, then, that 

it was in high school that you got your pinch, your start, in organizing. Can 

you talk about how that got started? How did you become a person that 

would stand up on a rooftop of a hearse during a funeral or lead a march 

downtown? How did that get started in you? 

S:  Well, I didn't have no direct contact with segregation—well, I did, on the 

other hand, in terms of the opposite nationality on the plantation, but when 

I really got educated was when I got a job in the seventh grade, downtown 

Cleveland, shining shoes and looking at—in the eveningtime, the news 

come on, and the way the whites was talking about the blacks marching 

and how they would talk about us, say, on Monday mornings; you know, 

through the week. That's how I come into being. I can remember, I had a 

shoe stand in the barber shop that you could walk up to and get your 

shoes shined. 

W:  Where was the barber shop located? 

S:  It was downtown Cleveland, next to the downtown motel. 

W:  What was the name of the barbershop? 

S:  Smitty's barbershop. 

W:  Okay. 

S:  All right? I had, like I said, I had a stand that you could walk up to and sit 

in the chair and I could shine your shoes. Then, I also had a stand that, if 
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you was getting a haircut, you could take your stand over to where you 

and the children getting your haircut. So, this particular day, I went over 

and asked the white man, do you want a shoe shine? He told me, yeah. 

So, I go over there and put his foot up on the stand and start cleaning it. 

He told me, said, nigger, I want to see my face in these shoes. It looked 

like something just went all through me, and I took his foot and just 

slammed it back down on the barber's chair and got my stand and went 

back and sat in the chair. So, that evening, the owner of the shop—which 

was the barber—and the other two barbers was in there. They come over 

and said, Isaac, you did him just right. Now, that was in the, I would say, 

around [19]64, and the heat of the movement. [Laughter] 

W:  Freedom Summer. [Laughter] 

S:  Right. But I just wasn't going to take that, and there was a learning 

process to understand the other nationality, uh-huh. Now, why do I call it 

nationality, and I didn't say race? Because . . . every, or all people, have a 

nation. Our nation is the Black Belt; and we are the majority. It runs from, 

say, Arkansas all the way up to Washington, D.C. But, you know, we don't 

recognize it, or the United States don't recognize it. It's the Black Belt, and 

that's where we are the majority. We have a psychological makeup, 

everything, that makes a nation of people.  

W:  What about leadership? How do you define it, and after you define it, what 

is the leadership of this nation that you've described? 
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S:  Well, I mean, what is the leadership? I mean, there is no existent 

leadership now, and there is nobody out here fighting for it. There's 

nobody out here fighting for it, in the real sense of the word; the practical 

fight that I'm talking about here. 

W:  So, what is that? If those leaders, or that leader, existed, what would the 

qualities of that leadership be? What is leadership, in your definition? 

S:  What is leadership? Giving . . . direction to the majority of the people that 

exist within that Black Belt, and having their interests at heart, not based 

off of me as an individual, but based off the interests of the majority within 

that area, a Black Belt. 

W:  This may be the most difficult question that I ask you, so you don't have to 

answer if you don't choose to, or you can take some time and think of how 

you could answer it. My question is, what is it about your life and your 

experiences that you lead you to make that particular definition of what 

leadership is? In other words, who are you? How do you come to say 

what leadership is? 

S:  I think the main, the main example is, at a period in our history, we were a 

majority. Say, for example, in the county here. We was the majority, but 

the minority ran the county. It's the same in terms of in the area I 

described as being the Black Belt. It should be set up as a region, a 

nation, or whatever, and we run in. See, we built this country from cotton. 

That's where it started from. Who was the main one? If you, today, or me, 

today—say I'm a contractor. If I can get a big job today and go out here 
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and do it, and have free labor, then where is that going to put me? I'm 

steady going up, steady going up, and one thing that even in this country 

we have been denied. Today, we have—it's much better than it used to be 

in terms of individuals getting education or blacks getting an education in 

this country. I can remember out there on Dockery, where, at a point, if I'm 

talking to Reverend—you know, from one point to another—is that, we 

might not build nothing to get no money at the end of the year, settlement 

time, but they had—it wasn't food stamps, it was commodity. You get 

cheese, couple of big chunks of cheese. But, today it's much better. But, 

have we got our dues? No. No. My grandparents and their parents, 

slaves. I mean, this country done compensated—everybody 

compensated; the Japanese . . . whoever, even the Indians within the 

country, they got money making the government don't even mess with. 

See what I'm saying? What about us? I didn't say about for me, but us as 

a whole. 

W:  Is this why you became a Panther and their philosophy appealed to you? 

S:  Well . . . their philosophy appealed to me based off of self-defense, 

whereas, say, for an example, they're going to snatch somebody like the 

boy on the wall, in that walk to Calhoun. I had come back from Detroit. 

They walking downtown, they get him and put him in the Sunflower River. 

W:  What year was that? 

S:  That was in [19]75 or [19]76. 

W:  In the [19]70s? The 1970s? 
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S:  Yeah. You see the picture up there on the wall right over there? I'm the 

one that's responsible, I was the chairman of that Delta Equal Rights 

Conference during that particular time. But, I mean, those are the things 

that I'm talking about, in terms of why I went to Black Panthers during that 

particular time in history: self-defense. 

W:  Yeah, that's way past Brown, that's way past King, that's 1970s. 

S:  That's [19]76 or [19]75, right there. 

W:  So Gerald Ford, president of the United States time. 

S:  All right. I'm going to shoot to that now. Like I said, they picked him up 

over here by the Moose Lodge, a bunch of Anglos— 

W:  In Cleveland, Mississippi. 

S:  In Cleveland, Mississippi, up here by the Moose Lodge— 

W:  In daytime? 

S:  No, it was in the evening time. Picked him up. They was headed to a 

segregated theater, okay? No one thing. Next morning, finds him in the 

Sunflower River. So, Isaac starts a movement. We hired a private 

investigator to come in, couldn't find out—well, they could find out one 

man, and you know I forgot a whole lot of the particulars, and he didn't. 

He left town, so they wasn't able to put any charges on him. He went to 

Memphis—up in Tennessee, I would say—and went in a store and stole 

something from a white man, and he was part of that, and they locked him 

up. So, we had officers’ office, one right back there. We had a meeting. 

W:  On Christmas Street? 
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S:  Huh-uh, the next street over here, right behind this street. 

W:  What's the name of that street? 

S:  Ruby Street. 

W:  Ruby Street, okay. 

S:  Uh-huh. We had a Methodist church let us have their, basically, a life 

center and we worked out of there. So, it got so heated, they told us we 

had to move. Went to another church, United, over here on Martin Luther 

King; stayed there about two or three, maybe about two months. Got so 

heated, they told us we had to move. There was another church round 

here called Old St. Philips, Reverend J.B. Stoner, he's dead now. He told 

us we could stay there as long as we want, and that's what we did. 

W:  Ms. Block took us by that Missionary Baptist church yesterday, so we saw 

that church. 

S:  Okay. So, it got so heated, one night—sad night—my cops stopped right 

up there on the road, over where used to be a cab stand. I left it there, till 

the next day, I'm going to come up and see what's wrong with it. When I 

was heading to the car the next morning, a lady come out—I can't 

remember who she was or what she looked like. She flagged me down. 

Come here, come here. She told me that one of the local polices had let 

the hood up and got some cutters, and was cutting my battery and wires 

under the car, under the hood. So, I got it fixed, and I called some of my 

friends in Chicago and Detroit. They told me, they said, Isaac, if they do 

that, you got to get out of there. 
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W:  Yeah. 

S:  So, what I did, was I moved to Birmingham. I stayed over there about four 

years and come back. But, again, that's what I'm talking about in terms of 

self-defense. The same individual that the woman told me that did it, he's 

on the sheriff department now. But I ain't never saying nothing to him. And 

he's black.  

W:  Were you active with the Panthers in Birmingham? 

S:  Hm-mm, hm-mm, hm-mm. 

W:  When you were over there, what did you do? You just worked, or . . . ? 

S:  I worked. I went to different meetings and stuff like that, uh-huh, and even 

when I was here working with the Calhoun's case, don't ask me, but I was 

working with the case also down in Tchula. You ever heard of Tchula? 

W:  I've seen the name, yeah, it's on signs. 

S:  I done forgot, it's been so long in terms of what had happened with the 

mail over there; it'd been so long, they put him in Parchman and I done 

forgot what they put him in Parchman there. He had a black belt and I was 

working with them. 

W:  The mayor of Tchula? 

S: During that particular time, uh-huh. 

W:  When we were here last summer, the mayors of Itta Bena, Greenville and 

Greenwood were all black women. Come back to find that two lost in the 

re-election came. I think that the mayor of Greenville is still there, but she 

has to have bodyguards, and there's a lot of controversy over the money 
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that's being spent by the city for her bodyguards. How does that situation 

impact—what is your impression of that? 

S:  Well, then that tells me that she's doing some right and the whites don't 

like it. I met her a couple of times; I got two or three pictures of her, you 

know, when I went to the mayor's conference and taking pictures. But 

she's doing something right, uh-huh. But that's the cost. 

W:  Is Jeffery Kirkpatrick still the mayor of Drew? I saw some re-election signs 

when I came through. We met him last year, the chief of police and mayor 

of Drew were both black when we came through last year. 

S:  Now, I don't know, but Kilpatrick— 

W:  I believe his name is Kilpatrick or Kirkpatrick? 

S:  I think Kilpatrick is the mayor of . . . Yazoo City. 

W:  Well, this young man was the mayor of Drew. 

S:  I don't know her, I don't know her—I don't know him. I worked with some 

people in earlier days in the civil rights movement from Drew, uh-huh, and 

I ain't been involved with Drew's politics. 

W:  Did you know the Carter family? 

S:  What? 

W:  The Carters? The people that integrated the Drew school system? 

S:  I heard of them, uh-huh. 

W:  So, you came back from Birmingham and you came back to Cleveland. 

About what time was that? 1980, [19]81? 

S:  [19]80. 
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W:  [19]80, so, Reagan. 

S:  [19]79, really, because I went down to Miami. I went out there in Miami 

and stayed about three months, and got back here [19]79  . . . Christmas 

Eve, mm-hm. 

W:  Okay, just checking to see how we're doing on time for the rest of the 

group. Hasan, are we okay on time? I didn't even look to see. 

Hasan Jeffries: Yeah, we're getting ready to head out. 

W:  Okay, okay. Could you tell me what it means to you today, do you still 

consider you a Panther? Do you still consider yourself a Panther? 

S:  No. 

W:  Okay, so what does it mean to you today that you were involved with that? 

S:  In that movement? 

W:  Mm-hm. 

S:  That, really, we helped made some changes, but on a scale one to ten, I 

would say four, because we . . . going to have to, it's just like the 

healthcare in this country, or if I have to use that, healthcare in this 

country: I can't afford to pay seven hundred dollars for a medical plan. We 

got to look out for the interests of them forty-seven million. Here I am 

today, the only thing I got is the dental, but I got to have some money, 

because the dental ain't going to—pay only so much. If I can just sit, like 

the other Friday before last—was it Friday? No. It's Friday before last, I 

had to go to the emergency room for my back. He didn't examine me; he 

didn't give me no x-ray. Then he want to give me a shot and some 
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medicine. Well, I don't want it. We need universal healthcare, and the 

government overseeing it, because what is the insurance companies 

going to do? Profit. Profit. Not the interests of me and, you know— 

Margaret Block: We're going over to Barnes and—oh, you still doing that? 

W:  We'll wrap up right now. 

B:  I knew I had a coffee cup. I didn't even offer y'all no coffee. 

W:  This yours? 

B:  Yeah, this is mine. 

S:  Well, I mean, that's just a fraction of what we need in this country.  

W:  Mr. Shorter, I like to conclude every interview and hope to have a chance 

to interview and sit down and fellowship with you again. Thank you very 

much, on behalf of the Sam Proctor program and the Sunflower County 

program, and thank you for your time in doing this. I'd like to close by 

offering you the opportunity to just make any comment that you want to 

make, and at the end of those comments, maybe a reflection on the 

interview or something else that you'd like to comment on—when you 

finish your comment, that'll be the conclusion of the interview. 

S:  Well, thank you for having the interview with me, sir, and like I said, 

maybe some other time we get together and talk. Okay? 

W:  All right. 

S:  Thank you, sir. 

W:  Thank you very much. 

S:  All right. 
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[End of interview] 
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